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PREFACE

Israel’s withdrawal to its border with Egypt, pursuant to the
peace treaty between the two countries, took place in late April.
Israel’s invasion of Lebanon was launched in early june. The
eighth and latest Seven Springs Center’s continuing series of
symposia on Middle East peace was convened in a brief and
illusory moment of calm between these two events.

Obviously, we cannot claim to have foreseen in May the
succeeding several months of trouble; still, we feel that the
conflict in Lebanon has only made more urgent the issues
discussed in our several days at Seven Springs. Already divided by
deep and almost unbridgeable animosities, the Israeli and Pales-
tinian adversaries are being driven now to even more dangerous
extremes of hatred and unreason. In the long years of Arab-Israeli
conflict, it has never been more necessary to encourage dialogue
and to work for an alliance of moderates on both sides. That is
the theme to which, over its several days, this symposium
increasingly turned.

As in our last previous meeting, this conference assembled a
group remarkable in its range of knowledge and in its disparity of
background—Palestinians and other Arabs talking with Israelis
and both with Americans of diverse persuasions. This discussion
yielded serious differences of opinion and, often, spirited argu-
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