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lition of Solidarity, and a continuing wave
of suppression——carried out under intense
Soviet pressure—lhe spirit of Solidarity
still shines as a beacon of freedom to
people around the globe. The plight of
Solidarity’s leaders and its ideals remains
vividly real not only for its nearly ten mil-
lion members, but among all those con-
cerned with the dignity and liberty of a
great people.

Today Poland stands at a crossroads.
The Polish Government faces an alienated
populace and an economy in ruins. But a
policy of reconciliation, of permitting the
Polish people a genuine voice in their own
future could galvanize the energy and
vision of this long-suffering nation to
solve its economic problems and vigorous-
ly pursue a new and better life for all. As I
said on December 10th of last year, *° this
administration will respond if the Polish
Government introduces meaningful liber-
alization measures. But such steps cannot
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15 §ource: Department of State files. The
source text, which bears the President’s hand-
written signature at the bottom, was prepared
for a Solidarity Rally held in Lafayette Square in
Washington on May 1, 1983. The President’s
statement was read at this rally by Department
of State aide Larry W. Roeder, Jr. Portions were
quoted in the Washington Post, May 2, 1983, p.
Al6.

16 Reference is to the President’s remarks at a
Human Rights Day ceremony on December 10,
1982. For text, see American Foreign Policy: Current
Documents, 1982, p. 702.
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be merely cosmetic. They must represent
real progress toward a restoration of the
fundamental rights of the Polish people.

The current struggle and travails of the
people of Poland are of truly historic
import to the entire world. We will never
be distracted from the significance of de-
velopments in that nation. What we have
witnessed is a genuine struggle of workers
in a so-called workers’ state for basic
human and economic rights. The Polish
people have exposed the fundamental in-
equalities inherent in a Communist system
and the falsehood of Communist claims
that the workers are the true beneficiaries
of a party-run state. Indeed, we salute the
courage of the Poles who daily face intimi-
dation and harassment. Their heroic re-
sistance to their Government’s attempts to
suppress Solidarity serves as an inspiring
display of the indomitable desire for free-
dom in the hearts of men and women ev-
erywhere.

We want the Polish people to know that
the future of Poland and free trade unions
is a matter of deep concern not only to
the administration but to the American
people, as your presence here today testi-
fies. We pledge our solidarity with them
and our vigilance for the restoration of
human rights in that country.
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